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removed, provided we may suppose that man is not
now in his original state, in that moral state for
which his moral and intellectual nature was adapted,
but that having fallen from it through misuse of the
free will with which he was endowed, he became
subject to death like the lower animals.

If this be so, it seems to stand to reason that
restitution to a condition in which he would no
longer be subject to death would only be possible,
or perhaps I should rather say permissible, on con-
dition that in some way means were provided whereby
the discrepancy between the inner voice of duty and
what he actually does should be finally removed, and
man brought back in that respect to what we have
supposed his original condition to have been. And
as we see by experience in this life, in which alone
we have any experience to guide us, that character
may be developed in a downward as well as an
upward direction, in a direction tending from as well
as in one tending towards such a condition as we
have supposed, it may be that the means of entry
into that higher condition, analogous to what we
have supposed man's original condition to have
been, will not become actually effective for the
whole human race indiscriminately, but only for
some; and, further, that whether they do or do not
so become effective may depend on the tendencies
developed in man's present life.